WATER REPORT - August 31, 2010

Recent rains combined with decreasing diversions have increased the amount of natural
flow and raised priorities the past few days. All 1890 priorities have been temporarily
restored for the Henrys Fork and Snake River above Blackfoot as the effects from
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday’s rains are making their way through the system. Priority
deliveries above Blackfoot at the end of this week could return to the same levels that
were seen last week (mid-1889 priorities) if natural flow and diversions return to those
same levels after the effects from the recent rains have diminished.

A priority comparison chart was not included in this week’s water report because priority
deliveries are now more dependent upon rain and current diversions than they are on the
residual runoff from the early-season snowpack. Natural flow above Blackfoot tends to
decline very slowly without any rain at all, or fluctuate up and down with each rain
storm, in September. Priority deliveries for the year tend to reach their lowest levels in
September, but the timing of the low point is usually determined by the weather received
during the month along with the rate of declining diversions.

When comparing several years with similar river base-flows, priorities for the Henrys
Fork and Snake River above Blackfoot generally reach their lowest levels near the
beginning or end of September depending on temperatures and how much rain is received
during the month.

e When rain occurs in early September and temperatures are cool, diversions
decrease at a more rapid rate, natural flow rises, and priorities begin to climb
usually by mid-September.

e If temperatures are warm and rain doesn’t occur in September, natural flow
slowly declines over the entire month. However, diversions also decline as the
irrigation season approaches its end. Under these conditions, priorities don’t
begin to rise until the decline in diversions outpaces the rate of decreasing natural
flow in late-September or early-October.

Priorities on tributaries such as Teton River and Willow Creek usually follow these same
trends, but are sometimes slower to respond if the total diversions on those tributaries
continue to exceed their total natural flow for longer periods than seen for other areas on
the Henrys Fork and Snake River above Blackfoot.

Upcoming Events

The next Committee of Nine Meeting will be held on 9/9/2010 at the Pocatello Airport
beginning at 9:00 AM.
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